THE   DEFENCE   OF  DEMOCRACY
still more sensitive and more conscious than any
authoritarian government that could replace it: the
democracies suffer from a kind of moral paralysis,
indeed, but it is because they are superior organisms
that they are thus inhibited.
The paralysis of the national will which is indeed
apparent in the democracies, and can be plausibly
diagnosed as decadence, proceeds from a condition of
profound moral bewilderment. If it be true in the
world of nations that ehe who hesitates is lost3, then the
democracies are lost: for they are plunged into a crisis
of hesitation which will not easily be resolved. The
plain fact of the matter is that they are incapable of
meeting, on its own level and with its own weapons,
the challenge to their vestigial Christian values which
is being deliberately made by the Fascist totalitarian
states. The incapacity springs from a moral reluctance.
That moral reluctance would, no doubt, be over-
whelmed once the horrors of international war were
let loose; but that makes no difference to the fact that
there is, so long as peace can be preserved, a genuine
moral reluctance in the democracies to meet the chal-
lenge of Fascist totalitarianism on its own level and
with its own weapons* Nations need peace for their
moral conscience to be operative, just as individuals
need calm: and reluctance to go to war, and above all
to have recourse to the abominations of totalitarian
war, is itself a sign of a superior morality, a more
sensitive conscience.
The democracies have offences and crimes enough
to their charge, and their responsibility for the appal-
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